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New Music Honoring 50 Years of Pride featuring panel discussions with LGBTQ pioneers, 

community, and cultural leaders 

 

Composer, Leonard Bopp is a conductor, composer and trumpet player who works on solo and collaborative 

projects that span from the classical repertoire to contemporary music. Leonard is the founder and conductor 

of the Blackbox Ensemble, a New York-based new music ensemble devoted to social engagement through 

contemporary music performance. A graduate of Williams College and Juilliard Pre-College, Leonard currently 

studies conducting with Kenneth Kiesler at the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre, and Dance. 

 

 

Curator, Rector Fr. Graeme Napier was formerly Associate Priest in the Parish of Cowley St John, Oxford, 

where he has responsibility for liturgy, music, and events. Born and raised in Ireland, Fr. Graeme is a graduate 

of Magdalen College, Oxford, and was trained for the priesthood at St Stephen’s House, the Anglo-Catholic 

seminary in that city. He served at St Andrew's Cathedral, Inverness before moving to the Anglican Church of 

Australia to serve as Assistant Priest, then Interim Rector at Christ Church St. Laurence, a busy inner-city 

Anglo-Catholic parish. Called to Westminster Abbey as Minor Canon and Succentor, he was responsible for 

daily worship, special services, and pastoral care for staff and volunteers. Appointed Precentor of St George's 

Cathedral, Perth, Fr. Graeme returned to Australia to oversee all worship and many special events in that 

cathedral. He has spent an academic year in full-time study at Nashotah House, Wisconsin, a seminary of the 

Episcopal Church, which involved time in New York City in the archives of General Theological Seminary. 

 

Moderator Kambiz Shekdar is president and founder of the Research Foundation to Cure AIDS. Prior to 

establishing the RFTCA, Kambiz served as Chief Scientific Officer of Chromocell Corporation, a biotechnology 

company he co-founded. He obtained his Ph.D in the laboratory of his mentor, Nobel Laureate Günter Blobel, 

at Rockefeller University. It was during his graduate studies that Kambiz invented Chromovert® Technology, a 

novel technology that allows access to highly desired, exceedingly rare cells that had otherwise remained out 

of reach. This technology was the basis for the Chromocell Corporation, and it holds promise for the 

development of a cure for AIDS. Dr. Shekdar and his biotech are among the many contributing their 

biotechnolgies to help address the SARS-CoV-2 / COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Panelist George Capsis, founder, editor, owner of West View News is more than a New Yorker he is 

a Manhattanite. His Greek father met his German mother in Grandma's rooming house in the Bronx and he 

was born on 103rd Street and Third Avenue on the 2nd floor but grew up on the upper West Side and finally at 

550 Riverside Drive near Columbia which he attended. Supervising the RCA exhibit at the Seattle World's Fair 

he met designers Jack Robinson and Alfred Stern both gay and both concerned that because they were gay 

they could not sell their talents to corporations planning exhibits in the upcoming 1967 New York World's Fair 

and invited George, not gay,  to be a partner in what became Robinson Capsis Stern which went on to do six 

exhibits as one of the most successful design firms of that event. 

 



Panelist Eric Jacobson is Co-Artistic Director and conductor of The Knights, and also serves as the Music 

Director for the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra and the Greater Bridgeport Symphony.  Also in demand as a 

guest conductor, Jacobsen has led the symphony orchestras of Baltimore, Detroit, Virginia, Alabama, the New 

World, Naples, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, the ProMusica Chamber Orchestra, and the Deutsche 

Philharmonie Merck.  

 

Panelist Lisa E Davis has lived in Greenwich Village for 40 years and loves to write about it. With a PhD in 

Comparative Literature, she worked for years in SUNY and CUNY, and at the Center for Puerto Rican Studies, 

Hunter College. Her essays in North American, Latin American and European journals, and lectures in the US 

and abroad, explored diverse topics. Her writing has appeared in anthologies and periodicals dedicated to 

LGBTQ culture. Her historical novel UNDER THE MINK (Alyson, 2001), about drag queens and kings who 

worked in Village Mafia-owned nightclubs of the 1940s, grew out of her long-time friendship with many of them. 

Her latest manuscript, with the working title UNDERCOVER GIRL, is the true story of a notorious Village 

lesbian who worked undercover for the FBI in the CPUSA and testified at the first federal trial (1949) of the 

Party leadership. 

 

Panelist Jim Fouratt cultural instigator and political activist from present at the Stonewall Rebellion to back on 

the streets for Black Lives Matter. 
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